
07/15/25 – 3 – 1    

July 15, 2025 
 
TO:     Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
 
FROM:    Ron Munds, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Agenda Item 3 – 07/15/2025 PRAC Meeting  

LOCAC/CSD Parks Meeting/Sunnyside School Acquisition Status 
Update 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Receive update and provide input. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Background 
 
The following is a summary of the activities that have been happening since the 
June Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
LOCAC/CSD Ongoing Parks & Recreation Meetings 
As reported at the last meeting, staff have been working with a citizens’ group to 
support the community’s effort to acquire Sunnyside School. The group has been 
meeting weekly to focus on citizens led ballot initiative to establish a property tax 
to purchase, operate and maintain the site.  This group will also assist in 
organizing community outreach and stakeholder groups as the initiative moves 
forward.  
 
Strategy and Timeline to Move Forward 
The working group has been evaluating the tasks and timeline to meet the 
deadlines to move a tax initiative forward. The updated tasks action steps and 
ballot initiative timeline are attached to this report. The documents provide a 
comprehensive look at the time it will take and the work to be done to reach the 
goal of acquiring Sunnyside School. 
 
Polling Research Underway 
The District has engaged a professional polling company, FM3, to survey the 
community to gauge the interest in acquiring and operating the school site. The 
project team and staff are working on the details of the survey. Once the details 
are finalized, the survey will take about a month to complete. 
 
Additional information will be provided to the committee as things progress. 
 
Los Osos Community Park Update 
LOCAC’s Deborah Howe spoke at the Parks & Recreation Commissioners’ 
meeting on June 24th.  She presented a PowerPoint about the need for additional 
Tennis and Pickleball courts at the community center park.  The approved master 
plan has three additional tennis courts approved by the BOS and Coastal 
Commission.   
 
The public turned out in support to add at least two additional tennis courts. The 
Commissioner unanimously voted to support our effort to move forward with the 
plan to build 2 or 3 tennis courts from the existing master plan.  
 
Attachment 
Tasks Action Steps/Ballot Initiative Timeline 
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SUNNYSIDE PROJECT:  PETITION TIMELINE

MAY JUN JUL AUG AUG SEP SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
DEADLINE 

mid-august: 
deal with 
SLCUSD

PETITION
DEADLINE 

JAN 22 
PETITION 

CERT

ELECTION 
June 2 

Parcel Tax

Tasks
    2A.  Parcel Tax

P1 28 Confirm the deadline for ballot submission
P2 29 Obtain official cost estimates for a special election (approx. $350,000)
P3 30 Determine whether ballot measure will be by special election or general election

P4 31

P5

Publish 
Notice of 
Intent

P6

File Notice & 
Text  & Pub 
Proof

P7 33
Gather 
Signatures

Gather 
Signatures

Gather 
Signatures

P8 34

Submit 
Signtures

Signature 
Verification 
6 Weeks

P9 County Counsel prepare the Impartial Analysis (500 words).   
P10 Fix  dates for submission of arguments.
P11 Arguments filed - 300 words
P12 Public Examination Period Begins
P13 Public Examination Period Ends
P14 Send  copies  of  arguments  to  opposing  authors
P15 Rebuttal to Argument in Favor - Rebuttal to Argument Against -
P16 Public Examination Period Begins (10 days)
P17 Public Examination Period Ends
P18 Impartial Analysis
P19 Public Examination Period Begins
P20 Public Examination Period Ends

Prepare Initiative

MAKE A DEAL CAMPAIGN



LOCAC Special Parks Committee 
Chair: Trish Bartell 

Election Working Group: Trish, Tom 

Sunnyside Initiative Tasks: Action Steps 
P4. Prepare Initiative and Petition 

 

 

 

13 Duplicate Petitions   
 

P5. Publish Notice of Intent 

# Action Steps Start End 
1 Determine names of 1 to 5 Proponents- names 

and addresses will be published. 
Jun Jun 

2 Develop Statement of Reasons Jun Jun 
3 Determine publication deadline for Estero News Jul Jul 
4 Prepare Notice of Intent Jul Jul 
5 Publish Notice of Intent in Estero News one time After deal  
6. Obtain affidavit from Estero News of publication After publication 

C  

P6. File Notice of Intent 

# Action Steps Start End 
1 Within 10 days of publishing a Notice of Intent, File 

with county election officials: 
a. Copy of the notice and statement as published. 
b. Written text of the initiative. 
c. Affidavit from Estero News verifying publication 

After 
publish 
Notice 

of 
Intent 

Within 
10 

days of 
publish 

v2 Pay $5.00 fee to County Clerk-Recorder When Filing 
 

 

 

# Action Steps Start End 
1 Research similar initiatives in California June 9 June 16 
2 Select good model. Jun 16 June 16 
3 Write first draft of Sunnyside initiative Jun 17 June 23 
4 Share draft with LOCAC Parks Committee Jun 23 Jun 30 
5 Meet with election officials about process 

and format for Petition (Appendix F) and for 
Declaration of Circulators (Appendix C) 

Jun 23 Jun 30 

6 Write second draft of Sunnyside initiative Jul 1 Jul 7 
7 Share with LOCAC Parks Committee Jul 7 Jul 7 
8 Attorney review: approved draft of initiative July 8 July 15 
9 Make changes from Attorney July 16 Jul 21 

10. Approval of Initiative by Parks Committee July 21  

11. Create Petition template July 22 July 29 
12. Prepare final initiative draft with final $ After deal promptly 



LOCAC Special Parks Committee 
Chair: Trish Bartell 

P7. Gather Signatures   

# Action Steps Start End 
1 Period to gather signatures-14,7 weeks/103 days Aug 19 Nov 30 
2 Develop list of signature coordinators, obtain 

contact information 
Jun Jun 

3 Contact signature coordinators: request help to 
gather signatures- define number of collectors 
under each coordinator 

Jun Jun 

4 Recruit collectors at Town Hall Jul Jul 
5 If deal likely, train coordinators how to gather 

signatures 
Jul Jul 

6 Develop procedures to safeguard petitions Jul Jul 
7 Develop plan for coordination during collection. Jul Jul 
8 Coordinators train collectors Jul Jul 
9 Create signatures database Aug 1 Aug 10 
10 Acquire boundary map of CSD Aug 1 Aug 10 
11. Distribute petition sections to coordinators Aug 16 Aug 18 
12. Begin signature collection Aug 19  
13. Collect completed petition sections weekly Aug 26 Nov 30 
14 Enter signatures information into database Aug 26 Nov 30 
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