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March 17, 2026 
 
TO:     Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
 
FROM:    Ron Munds, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT:    Agenda Item 3 – 03/17/2026 PRAC Meeting  

Sunnyside School Status Updates/Introduction of Parks for Los 
Osos Non-Profit Group 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Receive update and provide input. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Background 
 
At the last Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee (PRAC) meeting, the 
committee received a comprehensive update on the Los Osos Community 
Advisory Council (LOCAC) and the District’s progress to move the Sunnyside 
acquisition project forward. Documents from that meeting are attached to this 
report. It was reported that a citizen’s group was formed to focus on citizen led 
ballot initiative to establish a property tax to purchase, operate and maintain the 
site.  This group was also to assist in organizing community outreach and 
stakeholder groups as the initiative moves forward.  
 
Polling Research Results 
It was also reported at the last committee meeting that the District had engaged a 
professional polling company, FM3, to survey the community to gauge the interest 
in acquiring and operating the school site. Initial cost estimates have been 
developed to outline the basic funding needed for acquisition, as well as ongoing 
operation and maintenance of the property. Minimal improvements are included 
in these estimates. The staff report from September 18, 2025 Special Board 
meeting is attached which summarizes the results of the survey. It was the 
consensus of the Board to continue on with the project based on the results of the 
survey. 
 
Ballot Initiative Update 
The Sunnyside Park Citizen’s Coalition (SPCC), with guidance from the SLO 
County Clerk/Recorder’s Office, drafted a ballot measure to impose a special tax 
to provide revenue for the District’s acquisition, operations and maintenance of 
the property. The group began collecting signatures in October 2025 to qualify the 
measure for the June 2, 2026, primary election.  
 
On December 19, 2025, the group submitted the measure with 1,507 signatures 
to the Clerk/Recorder’s Office for signature verification. The Signature Verification 
Certificate was issued on December 31, 2025, with 1,278 valid signatures, which 
qualified the measure for the June 2026 election. 
 
Pursuant to election code, the Board needed to decide if the District was going to 
call for a special election on the date of June 2, 2026, primary election. In order 
to meet the tight timeline and requirements provided by the Clerk/Recorder’s 
Office, the District held a special Board meeting on January 12, 2026 to consider 
the adoption of two resolutions, 1) call the Special Election for June 2, 2026 and 
request that the County consolidate the special election with the Statewide 
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Primary Election, conduct the election, and canvass the results; and 2) order the measure to be placed 
on the ballot at the special election on June 2, 2026. The Board adopted both resolutions and filed them 
with the County.  On January 27, 2026, the SLO County Board of Supervisors approved a resolution to 
consolidate the District’s request for the measure to be on June 2nd primary election. 
 
The ballot measure (B-26) was reviewed by SLO County Counsel and an impartial analysis was provided 
by the office (attached). The analysis confirmed that B-26 was proposed through the initiative process so 
the measure can be approved by simple majority vote. 
 
What’s Next? 
Since the District has taken a neutral position on B-26 and has emphasized that this is a community 
decision, District staff and Board members will not provide opinions either for or against the measure. 
The SPCC group has indicated that they will be out in the community to provide information in support of 
the measure in the coming months. 
 
The District is continuing negotiations with the school district on terms and conditions that might be 
agreeable to both side in the event B-26 passes. The District has made it clear to the school district that, 
financially, the District is not in a position to move forward with the acquisition if the measure does not 
pass. Since the negotiations are ongoing and have been between attorneys and in closed sessions with 
the respective governing Boards, there is no public information available on the terms and conditions to 
be discussed at this time. Transparency is important as this project moves forward so, when information 
is publicly available, it will be provided in a timely manner. 
 
In the upcoming committee meetings, assuming the property tax will pass, we will be discussing: 
 

• Timeline for taking ownership  
• Cashflow from the property tax 
• Conceptual budget 
• Developing a preliminary implementation plan for administration, operation and maintenance, 

master planning, etc. 
 
Parks for Los Osos Non-Profit Group 
Community Citizens are in the process of forming a non-profit name Parks for Los Osos with the 
objectives and purposes as follows:  
 

a. This organization is a nonprofit public benefit organization as defined by 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code and shall operate for charitable, educational, and scientific purposes.  
 

b. The specific purpose of this organization is to build a healthier, more connected Los 
Osos/Baywood by developing, enhancing, supporting, and preserving inclusive park facilities and 
recreation opportunities for people of all ages and abilities for future generations. 
 

c. To receive, hold and disburse contributions, gifts, grants, real and personal properties, bequests, 
devises, dues, and other funds for these purposes. 

 
Th organization is being formed to address the continued needs for additional park space and 
improvements needed to the existing community park. It is staff’s opinion that the District and in particular, 
the PRAC will benefit with close coordination with this group to improve the quality of life in Los Osos. 
 
More information will be provided by the organization at the meeting. 
 
Attachment 

• Community survey results 
• PRAC 8/19/25 Sunnyside School Update 
• Ballot measure impartial analysis 
• Resolution #2026-03 Ordering an Election with Ballot Measure 
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September 18, 2025 
 
TO:  LOCSD Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Ron Munds, General Manager 
     
SUBJECT: Agenda Item 2A – 09/18/2025 Special Board Meeting 
  Sunnyside School Community Survey Results 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
The staff recommends that by motion the Board take the following action: 
 
Motion: I move that the Board: 
 
1. Receive the report regarding the results of the Sunnyside School 
community survey; and 
 
2. Provide direction to staff on next steps. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Background 
In July 2025, staff engaged the professional public opinion firm, FM3, to conduct 
a community survey to gauge support for a ballot initiative to establish a park and 
recreation property tax. The survey was conducted between August 18th and 
August 31st.  The following information is a high-level overview of the results from 
the survey. More specific information can be found in the attachments to this 
report. 
 
The following is summary of the survey methodology: 
 
• Survey Type: Dual-mode Voter Survey 
• Research Population: Likely Voters in Los Osos 
• Total Interviews: 354 
• Margin of Sampling Error: +/- 5.3% at the 95% Confidence Level 
• Contact Methods: Telephone, Email and Text 
• Data Collection Modes: Telephone Interviews and Online Interviews 
• Languages: English and Spanish 
 
The main takeaways are as follows: 
 
• 76% see either a great or some need for additional park space 
• 20% see either little or no need for additional park space 
 
Views of a Potential Ballot Measure Language Alone: 
 
• Definitely yes: 42% 
• Probably yes: 16% 
• Undecided, lean yes: 5% 
• Total: 63% 
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• Undecided, lean no: 4% 
• Probably no: 7% 
• Definitely no: 17% 
• Total: 29% 

 
• Undecided: 8% 

 
General Observations: 

• Supporters cite the need for more park & recreation space 
• Opponents generally object to new taxes 

 
After the initial questions, respondents heard the plain-language explanation of the ballot measure and 
what it would cost. There was a slight change in the percentage as follows: 
 

• Definitely yes: 46% 
• Probably yes: 19% 
• Undecided, lean yes: 3% 
• Total: 68% 

 
• Undecide, lean no: 3% 
• Probably no: 7% 
• Definitely no: 16% 
• Total: 26% 

 
• Undecided: 5% 

 
Key Priority for the Measure: 
Preserving open space in the heart of Los Osos (see attachment for additional priorities) 
 
Willingness to Pay 
 
The survey participants were asked whether they would be very willing, somewhat willing, somewhat 
unwilling or very unwilling to pay a monthly amount per household at the following levels: 
 
$20/month – 57% very or somewhat willing to pay; 36% somewhat unwilling or very unwilling 
$18/month – 59% very or somewhat willing to pay; 37% somewhat unwilling or very unwilling 
$15/month - 62% very or somewhat willing to pay; 32% somewhat unwilling or very unwilling 
 
Conclusions from the Survey 
 
A citizen’s initiative measure to create a new park and active recreation space in Los Osos is viable in a 
future election with the support of a strong, positive and local campaign, and steady economic 
conditions. 

• Los Osos voters see a great need for additional funding for new parks and active recreation 
space serving the community. 

• Nearly two-thirds support the measure based on ballot measure language alone – and two-
thirds do so after a brief, plain-language explanation of what it would fund and what it would 
cost. This is well above the simple majority needed for passage with a citizen’s initiative under 
current law. 

• Broad shares say they would “definitely” vote yes on the measure. 
• The measure’s chief challenge is voters’ concern about the cost of living. However, positive 

messaging is stronger, and lifts support for the measure. 
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• Voters’ top priorities for measure spending include “preserving open space in the heart of Los 
Osos,” adding trees, an all-abilities playground – you may consider revising the measure 
language to highlight these projects.  

• The opportunity to protect land at the heart of town as the community grows is a highly 
persuasive message in favor. Messaging should also focus on the benefits for children and 
families. 

 
Attachments 
 
Presentation slides 
Los Osos Survey Complete Data 
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August 19, 2025 
 
TO:     Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
 
FROM:    Ron Munds, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Agenda Item 3 – 08/19/2025 PRAC Meeting  

LOCAC/CSD Parks Meeting/Sunnyside School Acquisition Status 
Update 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Receive update and provide input. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Background 
 
The following is a summary of the activities that have been happening since the 
July Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
LOCAC/CSD Ongoing Parks & Recreation Meetings 
As reported at the last meeting, staff have been working with a citizens’ group to 
support the community’s effort to acquire Sunnyside School. The group has been 
meeting weekly to focus on citizens led ballot initiative to establish a property tax 
to purchase, operate and maintain the site.  This group will also assist in 
organizing community outreach and stakeholder groups as the initiative moves 
forward.  
 
A comprehensive task list and timeline have been updated and attached to this 
report. A public outreach plan is partially developed with implementation 
underway. The plan includes “tabling” at public events and gathering places, 
contacts with the media and a fact sheet which will be distributed at events and 
available online. 
 
Polling Research Underway 
The District has engaged a professional polling company, FM3, to survey the 
community to gauge the interest in acquiring and operating the school site. Initial 
cost estimates have been developed to outline the basic funding needed for 
acquisition, as well as ongoing operation and maintenance of the property. 
Minimal improvements are included in these estimates. Additional details can be 
found in the attached fact sheet. 
 
The survey effort is underway and will take approximately 10 days to complete. 
Tabulation of the results will take up to 2 weeks. This is a very important part of 
the project since the outcome will inform the District and the working group on 
how to proceed or not. 
 
 
 
Attachment 
Tasks Action Steps/Ballot Initiative Timeline 
Fact Sheet 
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LOCAC Special Parks Committee 
Chair: Trish Bartel 

Election Working Group: Trish, Tom 

Progress Update: Aug 11, 2025 

Sunnyside Initiative Tasks: Action Steps 
P1. Prepare Initiative and Petition 

 

 

 

13 Duplicate the Petitions for circulation  promptly 
 

P2. Publish Notice of Intent 

# Action Steps Start End 
1 Determine names of 1 to 5 Proponents- names 

and addresses will be published. 
BEGUN Aug 

2 Develop Statement of Reasons DRAFT Aug 
3 Determine publication deadline for Estero News Jul DONE 
4 Prepare Notice of Intent- need Proponent 

signatures on N.O.I. form. 
Aug Sep 

5 Publish Notice of Intent in Estero News one time 
Submit by Oct 3 to Publish Oct 9. 

After deal Oct  

6. Obtain affidavit from Estero News of publication After publication 
C  

P3. File Notice of Intent 

# Action Steps Start End 
1 Within 10 days of publishing a Notice of Intent, File 

with county election officials: 
a. Copy of the notice and statement as published. 
b. Written text of the initiative. 
c. Affidavit from Estero News verifying publication 

After 
publish 
Notice 

of 
Intent 

Within 
10 

days of 
publish 

v2 Pay $5.00 fee to County Clerk-Recorder Oct 10 Filing 
 

# Action Steps Start End 
1 Research similar initiatives in California June 9 DONE 
2 Select good model. Jun 16 DONE 
3 Write first draft of Sunnyside initiative Jun 17 DONE 
4 Share draft with LOCAC Parks Committee Jun 23 DONE 
5 Meet with election officials about process 

and format for petition  
Jun 23 DONE 

6 Write second draft of Sunnyside initiative Jul 1 DONE 
7 Share with LOCAC Parks Committee Jul 7 DONE 
8 Attorney review: approved draft of initiative Aug Aug 
9 Make changes from Attorney Aug Mid Aug 

10. Approval of Initiative by Parks Committee  August 15 

11. Create Petition official template BEGUN August 30 
12. Prepare final initiative draft with final $ After deal  promptly 



LOCAC Special Parks Committee 
Chair: Trish Bartel 

 

 

P4. Gather Signatures   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P5. Submit Signatures   

 

# Action Steps Start End 
 Period to gather signatures-  100 Days Oct 11 Jan 19 

1. Develop list of signature coordinators, obtain 
contact information 

Aug Aug 

2 Contact signature coordinators: request help to 
gather signatures- define number of collectors 
under each coordinator 

Mid Aug Mid Sep 

3 Develop curriculum to train signature collectors BEGUN Aug 
4 Develop procedures to safeguard petitions BEGUN Aug 
5 Develop plan for coordination during collection. BEGUN Aug 
6 Acquire boundary map of CSD Aug  Aug 
7 Train coordinators how to gather signatures Mid-Sep Oct 10 
8 Create signatures database Mid Sep  Sep  
9 Coordinators train collectors Mid Sep Oct 10 
10 Recruit collectors at Town Hall Sept  Sep 18 Sep 25 
11. Distribute petition sections to coordinators Mid Sep Oct 10 
12. Begin signature collection Oct 11 Jan 19 
13. Collect completed petition sections weekly Oct  Jan 19 
14. Enter signatures information into database Oct Jan 19 
15. Determine number of unduplicated signatures     Oct  Jan 19 
    

# Action Steps Start End 
1. Submit signatures to County Elections Jan 20 Jan 20 
2 Signature verification Jan 20 Feb 20 
3 Notification of sufficiency by 30 working days 

– possible it’s completed in 10 days. 
 Feb 20 

4 LOCSD Board orders measure placed on Jun 
2 election 

 Mar 5 

5. Deadline for measure to be ordered (88 days 
before June 2) 

 Mar 6 



SUNNYSIDE PROJECT:  ELECTION TIMELINE (Updated August 11)

MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
DEADLINE mid-

august: deal with 
SLCUSD Or 
Extension

                                    PETITION
DEADLINE 

MAR 6 
PETITION 

CERT

ELECTION 
June 2 

Parcel Tax

SIGNATURES  OCT 11 TO JAN 19- 100 Days                               Mar 6 is  88 Days to JUN 2
    INITIATIVE

Tasks

P1

P2

Publish Notice of 
Intent OCT 3 

deadline for Oct  
9 publication

P3

File Notice with 
Text  & Pub Proof 
OCT 10

P4
Gather 

Signatures 
OCTOBER 11

Gather 
Signatures

Gather 
Signatures

P5
Submit 

Signtures 
JAN 20

Signature 
Verification 

FEB 20

CSD Orders 
Election  

MARCH 5

CAMPAIGN  CAMPAIGN CAMPAIGN

Prepare Initiative

MAKE A DEAL
 CAMPAIGN 

ARGUMENTS 
REBUTTALS



 Los Osos Community Services District    
 Los Osos Community Advisory Council 
L   

Sunnyside Community Park Survey Coming 
Background:  Los Osos suffers from a shortage of community parks, with just one six-
acre park serving the entire area. The 12-acre Sunnyside School property, located next 
to the existing park in the heart of Los Osos, is for sale and represents a unique 
opportunity. If the community acquires it, most of the Sunnyside property would become 
parkland providing new fields, playgrounds, open spaces, and other park amenities. 

What’s Happening   

A professional community survey using statistically valid methods will soon be gathering 
opinions about: 

• Interest in turning Sunnyside School into a community park. 
• Support for a $15 monthly parcel tax per household to fund the purchase, 

operation, maintenance, and improvement of Sunnyside, with the purchase cost 
component (about 45%) sunsetting in 15 years.   

How You Can Get Involved 

• If you receive a survey invitation, please participate. It’s time sensitive. 
• Expect the survey between August 18 and August 28. 

Why Your Opinion Counts 

• It will help guide decisions about Sunnyside and a new park. 
• Help determine the future of green space and recreation in our community. 
• If support is insufficient, Sunnyside will be developed privately. 

What’s Next 

• Survey invitations coming soon by phone, text, or email  
• For more information see locac.info or locsd.org 











Full Text of the Measure 
THE VOTERS OF THE LOS OSOS COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Purpose and Authority. 
This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority of Government Code Section 61121 and Article XIIIA, 

Section 4 of the California Constitution, to authorize the levy of a special tax on parcels of real property within 

the District for the purpose of expanding, maintaining and operating local parks within the Los Osos 

Community Services District (“District”), including for the purchase and conversion of Sunnyside School into a 

park and community resource.  

Section 2. Special Tax Imposed. 
A special tax, at the rates and for the durations set forth in this ordinance, for the purpose of expanding, 

maintaining and operating local parks within the District, including for the purchase and conversion of 

Sunnyside School into a park and community resource is hereby imposed on all parcels of real property in the 

District, except as otherwise provided in this ordinance. The special tax shall be levied annually by resolution of 

the Board of Directors at rates specified in this ordinance. 

Section 3. Tax Rate and Method of Apportionment. 
The special tax shall be based on the following two components of different durations and amounts: 
(a) Acquisition Costs: The maximum rate of the special tax utilized towards acquisition costs of Sunnyside

School shall be $85 per parcel per year for no more than 15 years. This portion of the tax shall sunset and

shall cease June 30, 2041 or at the end of the year in which the full purchase price for the property has been

paid, whichever is earlier.

(b) Improvements, Operations and Maintenance Costs: The amount of $100 per parcel per year of the

special tax shall be apportioned toward park improvements, operation and maintenance costs. This portion of

the tax shall not sunset. The LOCSD Board of Directors may adjust the maximum rate for improvements,

operations and maintenance annually, commencing July 1, 2027, limited to the average of the percentage

changes, if any, in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for the Los Angeles-Long-

Anaheim and San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward areas, as published by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau

of Labor Statistics, for the twelve-month period ending in April of each year. The LOCSD Board of Directors

may change either of the indexes specified herein to a similar index if either changes location or geographic

coverage.

Section 4. Collection. 
The special tax shall be collected by the County of San Luis Obispo on behalf of the District in the same 

manner and at the same time as ordinary property taxes, and shall be subject to the same penalties and 

procedures in case of delinquency as provided for such taxes. The special tax shall constitute a lien upon the 

property upon which it is levied. 

Section 5. Use of Proceeds. 
The proceeds of the special tax shall be used only for the purposes set forth in Section 1 of this ordinance. 

Section 6. Exemptions. 
(a) Parcels owned by federal, state, or local government agencies shall be exempt from the special tax.

(b) The Board of Directors may, by resolution, establish additional exemptions or procedures for granting

exemptions.

Exhibit A



Section 7. Accountability Measures. 
The Board of Directors shall cause an annual report to be prepared and presented publicly, stating the amount 

of funds collected and expended and the status of any project required or authorized to be funded by the tax. 

Each annual report shall be a public record. 

 

Section 8. Severability. 
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, 

such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 

Section 9. Effective Date. 
This ordinance shall take effect 10 days following the certification of the election result in which it is approved 

by the requisite number of voters voting on the measure at an election called for that purpose. It is the intent of 

the proponents and voters that this ordinance is a citizen initiative and may be approved by a majority vote of 

the voters. 

 
Passed and approved at an election held June 2, 2026 
 
Signed: 
President, Los Osos CSD Board of Directors 
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